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ole Miss football player derrick Wilson is in a custody battle for his younger sister after his mother 
died of cancer in January 2011. the ole Miss athletics department is looking to assist Wilson 
prepare for the hearing, the date for which has yet to be announced.
Square Books welcomes Tony La Russa
oxford residents and students packed the entrance of square books to have a copy of “one 
last strike” signed by former st. louis cardinals Manager tony la russa.
On Nov. 6, 2010, Ole Miss 
junior offensive lineman Der-
rick Wilson found out that 
his mother, Jelks Wilson, had 
been diagnosed with cancer. 
Wilson was at Horn Lake 
High School at the time and 
wanted to go see his mother 
when he got the call. 
“When I found out, I want-
ed to go home, but my moth-
er called and told me to stay 
at school,” Wilson said. 
In the months that followed, 
his mother began chemother-
apy treatments, and Wilson 
joined the East Mississippi 
Community College football 
team. 
The team was undefeated 
and went to the 2011 National 
Junior College Championship 
game in Yuma, Ariz., where it 
won against Arizona Western 
College. 
“After the season was over, 
I went home to check on my 
mother, and everything was 
fine,” Wilson said. 
On Dec. 9, 2011, Derrick 
received a call that his moth-
er’s cancer had spread to her 
brain. 
“I had to immediately rush 
back home with the help of 
my coaches at East Mississip-
pi,” Wilson said, “My grades 
were good enough where I 
didn’t have to take my finals, 
so I went home and was able 
to celebrate her birthday with 
her on Dec. 13.” 
Wilson noticed that some-
thing was different with his 
mom. 
“I called her oncologist, and 
I was told to bring her to the 
hospital,” he said. “She didn’t 
come home after that.” 
Doctors tried another round 
of chemotherapy, but his her 
body did not respond. 
“When she came back to 
the room, she wasn’t talk-
ing, and her eyes were barely 
open,” Wilson said. “I told 
her if she could hear me to 
squeeze my hand, and then I 
felt the slightest squeeze.”  
Wilson spent Christmas 
Day with his younger sisters, 
Fallon, 11, and Reagan, 3, and 
a cousin. 
On Jan. 10, 2011, Wilson’s 
mother passed away. He took 
care of his sisters after his 
mother’s passing. 
Wilson is now in a custody 
battle for his sister Fallon 
against his maternal grand-
mother.
“I think she just wants the 
money because of the Social 
Security check,” Wilson said.
Reagan is currently living 
with her father in Memphis. 
With the upcoming bowl 
game, Wilson will not be able 
to spend much time with his 
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POET JOINS UNIVERSITY 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
D M  S T A F F  R E P O R T S
GRANTS HELP INCREASE 
MINORITY MATH AND 
SCIENCE GRADUATES
Critically acclaimed poet, es-
sayist and editor Dave Smith, 
after working for 11 years at 
Johns Hopkins University’s 
The Writing Seminars Pro-
gram, will join The University 
of Mississippi’s English depart-
ment as a visiting professor in 
fall 2013.
Smith is the author of more 
than 20 books, including po-
etry volumes, fiction and non-
fiction.
Glen Hopkins, dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts, indicat-
ed excitement in an interview 
with Ole Miss News.
“We are delighted to have 
distinguished scholar and poet 
Dave Smith join our faculty,” 
Hopkins said.  “He strengthens 
an already stellar faculty.”
The University of Missis-
sippi is slated to receive near-
ly $40,000 to increase the 
number of STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics) Ph.D.s.  
In order to increase the 
number of degrees, the Uni-
versity must invest in human 
capital across diverse groups. 
Ole Miss is working to re-
cruit, support and graduate 
more minority and women 
doctoral candidates in STEM 
fields, both groups who have 
the greatest potential in the 
workforce.  
The mathematics, chemis-
try and biochemistry depart-
ments have received funding 
See grants, PAGE 5
See custody, PAGE 5Junior offensive lineman Derrick Wilson FILE PHOTO (QUENTIN WINSTINE) | The Daily Mississippian
Tony LaRussa signs books on the Square. ANNA BRIGANCE | The Daily Mississippian
BY KELTON BROOKS
krbrooks@go.olemiss.edu
See la russa, PAGE 5
A sea of red flooded the 
lower level of Square Books 
as longtime fans came to 
see St. Louis Cardinals leg-
end Tony La Russa.
Around 400 people were 
in attendance to have a 
copy of “One Last Strike” 
signed by La Russa at the 
event, which lasted until 9 
p.m. Thursday.
Beckett Howorth, super-
visor at Square Books, said 
people had been calling all 
day with questions because 
they were unaware of the 
signing.
He said an estimated 
600 copies were sold and 
signed.
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I have been in the U.S. since 
August 2011. Since then, I have 
been to two football games at 
Ole Miss and three NBA bas-
ketball games in Memphis. 
I still remember the first foot-
ball game I went to last Sep-
tember against BYU. Ameri-
can sports enthusiasm was 
beyond my imagination. 
It is odd to me that people 
can spend several days driv-
ing across the country just to 
watch a football game. On the 
campground, many people got 
together, put up tents outside 
their RVs, set up TVs, drank 
beer and had parties several 
days before the game. More-
over, they put up a lot of tents 
in the Grove. That was the first 
time I saw so many trash cans 
in the Grove. So many tents 
showed up overnight, I was 
shocked. 
Why are Americans so crazy 
for sports? Those things would 
never happen in China. This is 
because of three main reasons: 
the perception of sports, the 
U.S. athletic system and devel-
oped professional teams.
The most important one is 
people’s perceptions. Ameri-
cans uphold sports and ath-
letics. They cultivate their 
children to love sports from a 
young age. Parents are proud 
of their children’s achieve-
ments not only in studying, but 
also in sports. 
I interviewed a Chinese 
mom who has lived in Rock-
ville, Md., and was married 
to an American. At first, she 
worried that her son spent too 
much time playing sports and 
that his studies would be de-
layed, so she wanted him to 
stop. However, her husband 
was opposed. Fortunately, the 
Chinese mom found that her 
son could organize his time 
and do a good job at both. 
The U.S. has a perfect sys-
tem for selecting and cultivat-
ing excellent athletes. Differ-
ent school levels have different 
teams. For example, middle 
schools have middle school 
football teams. High schools 
can select and recruit good 
athletes from watching their 
games. Colleges recruiting ath-
letes do the same, as do profes-
sional teams.
Commercial operation of 
American sports is well devel-
oped and has a knack for creat-
ing stars and idols. Once they 
have created a star, a series of 
products around him or her 
can be produced to sell and 
make money. For example, 
NBA star Kobe Bryant’s shoes, 
basketball wear and other ac-
cessories make quite a profit.
In China, the sports industry 
is not as prosperous. To begin 
with, Chinese parents only pay 
attention to their children’s 
academic achievements. They 
just care about the score their 
children get and whether they 
get accepted into a good (pref-
erably top) university. This 
stems from the culture. 
After Jeremy Lin became 
a star last year, people asked, 
“If Jeremy Lin lived in China, 
could he still become a NBA 
basketball star?” The answer is 
absolutely not. With his Har-
vard economics degree, his 
Chinese parents would want 
him to get a job on Wall Street. 
Ultimately, China does 
not have a good professional 
league. We have CBA, which 
is the Chinese equivalent of 
the NBA, but I have never 
watched a CBA game. How-
ever, I’ve only lived in the U.S. 
for a year, and I have already 
been to the FedEx Forum in 
Memphis to watch three Griz-
zles’ games, and I often watch 
NBA games on TV. 
There is a clear boundary 
between ordinary people and 
athletes in China. 
Chinese people who are 
born in my generation are 
often the only child in their 
families, so these children were 
given a lot of attention by their 
families. Their parents had 
high expectations for them. 
These parents put a lot of pres-
sure on their children and their 
studies. Therefore, the major-
ity of my generation has poor 
physical health and weak eyes. 
Each individual should be 
developed in multiple ways 
rather than in just one dimen-
sion, which means Chinese 
C O L U M N
American sports enthusiasm: A Chinese perspective
BY WANFEI WU  
wwu@go.olemiss.edu
jOSH CLARK| @jOSHCLARK_TOONS | The Daily Mississippian
See perspectiVe, PAGE 3
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A simple thank you
When I sat down to write this 
column, my last one for The 
Daily Mississippian, I thought 
it would be easy. Graduation 
for me is right around the cor-
ner. 
I would just write what the 
last four years at The Univer-
sity of Mississippi have meant 
to me and how much I’ve en-
joyed doing a weekly column 
for our school newspaper. 
Maybe include a few anecdotal 
comments about an experience 
or two I’ve had. Then end with 
a well-deserved “thank you” to 
all the wonderful professors in 
whose classes I have learned 
so much, and of course, how 
much I appreciate all of my 
classmates and the great friend-
ships that I have made over the 
past four years.
But, it’s not that easy.
How do you say a simple 
thank you to people and an 
institution that have changed 
your life? To friends that you 
have made, that while most 
were much younger than 
yourself, welcomed you into a 
camaraderie that you will trea-
sure for the rest of your life? 
A simple thank you seems so 
much less than everyone here 
at Ole Miss deserves.
I came to this school in 2008, 
not really knowing what to ex-
pect. All I knew was this desire 
that I had had my whole life: 
to write. I didn’t know anything 
about the right way to do it. I 
didn’t know there were certain 
rules and precedents that were 
all a part of this thing I loved 
called journalism. But the pro-
fessors at the university knew, 
and they taught me.
I remember when I was seven 
years old and my parents start-
ed giving me an allowance each 
week. My mother and I would 
go shopping on Saturdays and 
I would buy books, those little 
square Golden Books, with my 
money. I would sit and read 
them for hours. I was fascinated 
with words and how, when you 
fit them together a certain way, 
you could invent stories. I knew 
from that moment forward that 
I wanted to write, that I needed 
to write.
The University of Mississippi 
made that dream come true. 
Every professor or instructor 
that I have had over these four 
years has taught me so much. 
They taught me to push my-
self, to never accept less than 
I could achieve and to realize 
that if I wanted it badly enough 
and was willing to work for it, I 
could have it.
The opportunities that have 
been placed before me by some 
of these amazing people, I can 
never thank them enough for. 
When I walk down the halls 
of Farley, I get chills. I know 
to some that may sound cliché 
or ridiculous, but it’s true; be-
ing able to actually produce a 
magazine or create a website or 
write a column, that’s like man-
na from heaven for me.
The friends I have made 
here, within these walls, I’ll 
never forget, and I hope I won’t 
have to. Even after graduation, 
they are my friends, my Ole 
Miss family.
And that is how I’ve always 
felt here, on this campus: a part 
of the family. The faculty, staff 
and students are a wonderful 
group of people who welcomed 
me from day one, and who will 
always live in my heart.
So I say simply:
Thank you…
And pray it’s enough.
Angela Rogalski is a print jour-
nalism senior who lives in Abbev-
ille. Follow her on Twitter @ab-
beangel.
BY ANGELA ROGALSKI 
abbeangela@gmail.com
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Where’s our lottery?
After Wednesday night, two 
Americans became a lot richer. 
I mean over $100 million rich-
er. 
What did they do to amount 
this wealth? They bought a lot-
tery ticket. 
On Wednesday, the multi-
state lottery reached a record 
$588 million. More than 42 
states, as well as the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands and the District of 
Columbia, participate in the 
lottery, according to the Multi-
State Lottery Association. Over 
the past 20 years, lottery win-
ners have taken home more 
than $11.6 billion. 
Beyond the money that goes 
to the ticket winners, there is 
the money that the states get 
for participating in the lottery. 
States may then apply these 
funds where they see fit.
The State of Illinois, for ex-
ample, takes 30 cents for every 
dollar spent on a lottery ticket. 
It takes that percentage and ap-
plies it to education funding. It 
may not seem like much, but in 
2011, $632 million went toward 
the Common School Fund. 
Many states put their funds to-
ward education, while others 
put it toward environmental 
concerns or toward a general 
fund.
As many of you who drove 
to Tennessee to purchase a 
lottery ticket are aware, Mis-
sissippi is one of the few states 
that does not participate in the 
lottery. Putting aside the moral 
implications of gambling and 
the lottery, let’s consider the 
economic or educational ben-
efits the lottery could bring to 
the state.
Mississippi constantly strug-
gles with education. As one of 
the poorest states in the nation, 
it is often difficult to adequately 
fund our education system. 
Using the lottery to increase 
education funding could be a 
valuable asset for Mississippi 
school-age children and our 
state’s future. An extra $632 
million, like the State of Illi-
nois sees, would be more than 
welcome to our Department of 
Education. 
According to the Mississippi 
Department of Education, it was 
appropriated $3,177,079,991 for 
the 2013 fiscal year. If lottery 
funds were added to this num-
ber, the Department of Educa-
tion would have the ability to 
apportion money to things that 
it wished the state could afford: 
increasing teacher salaries, up-
dating technology, building 
new or renovating old schools, 
etc.
Other states that have ap-
plied the lottery funds toward 
education, such as California, 
have stated that the lottery does 
not provide much help to them. 
This is because the California 
Legislature reduces the amount 
of money that it apportions to 
schools to reflect how much 
money the school gets. Other 
states say the percentage of the 
funds that the lottery brings to 
education pales in compari-
son to the need. In Illinois, for 
instance, the lottery proceeds 
only make up 7 percent of the 
state’s public school needs.
Other states, such as Loui-
siana and Georgia, use lottery 
funding to provide scholarships 
for their students to attend col-
lege. This option, of course, has 
its own problems to address, 
but it is worth consideration 
to help our students fund their 
higher education. This schol-
arship program would allow 
Mississippi children who never 
thought college was an option 
to pursue their dreams and 
would help to alleviate the bur-
den of student loans.
Ultimately, there is a wide 
variety of issues, both legally 
and morally, that accompany 
adopting a lottery, and the pro-
posed benefits might not be as 
helpful as we imagine. For the 
sake of helping education, and 
therefore helping Mississippi’s 
future, however, it is worth ex-
amining.
Anna Rush is a second-year 
law student from Hattiesburg. She 
graduated from Mississippi State 
University in 2011. Follow her on 
Twitter @annakrush.
BY ANNA RUSH 
akrush1@gmail.com
PERSPECTIvE, 
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people should change their 
bias for sports. They should 
pay more attention to build 
their bodies and personal 
health. After all, health is 
wealth and the foundation of 
everything. 
After people’s perceptions 
change, China can be health-
ier and develop its own sports 
industry.
Wanfei Wu is a second-year 
integrated marketing communica-
tions graduate student from Yun-
nan Province, China. Follow her 
on Twitter @WanfeiWu.
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‘Hitt’ too hard: Corporal punishment in public schools
When Hunter Hitt came 
home from school, he 
couldn’t help but cry as he 
told his mother what had 
happened to him. 
That day, 12-year-old 
Hunter had received a pad-
dling at school for fighting 
with another student in his 
class. The fight was Hunter’s 
first disciplinary offense at 
Eupora High School, and 
James Courtney, a coach at 
the school, was the instruc-
tor who inflicted the punish-
ment. 
“I received three licks for 
the fight,” Hunter said. “I 
don’t remember much about 
the actual paddling, just that 
it hurt, and Coach Courtney 
swung it like a baseball bat.”
When Hunter’s mother, 
Lana, saw the bruises on 
her son, she took him to the 
emergency room, where doc-
tors documented his injuries. 
The bruises extended from 
Hunter’s backside down to 
the back of his knees.
“After realizing how severe 
the punishment was, I be-
came extremely upset,” Lana 
said. “I am perfectly fine 
with corporal punishment 
in schools, but my son was 
beaten.” 
The morning after the in-
cident, the Hitt family filed 
a statement with Webster 
County law enforcement. 
“As a mother, when some-
thing like this happens to 
your child, your first reaction 
is to play mama bear and do 
something about it,” she said.
Lana also set up an appoint-
ment with Webster County 
superintendent of education 
Jimmy Pittman and Eupora 
High School Principal Lundy 
Brantley. 
According to Lana Hitt, in 
the meeting Brantley said he 
had already spoken with the 
coach who paddled Hunter 
and with the two required 
witnesses and that everything 
involved with Hunter’s pun-
ishment had been done ac-
cording to school procedure, 
with one exception. 
The incident, which oc-
curred on May 2, 2012, was 
not properly documented un-
til the next day. 
“After hearing what the 
superintendent and princi-
pal had to say, I proceeded 
to show them the picture of 
Hunter’s bruises and asked 
them if that was acceptable 
in their school,” she said. 
“(Brantley’s) comment to me 
was that everybody bruises 
differently.”
According to Eupora High 
School’s policy on corporal 
punishment, in order for a 
student to be corporally pun-
ished in school, a parent must 
sign a waiver stating that the 
child can be paddled. If a 
parent doesn’t sign the waiv-
er, the  school immediately 
places the child on the “no 
paddle” list. 
“It is the parents’ job to dis-
cipline their children,” Brant-
ley said. “When their chil-
dren are at school, it is our 
job to discipline them when 
necessary. Lana Hitt signed a 
waiver stating that her child 
could be physically pun-
ished. Therefore, according 
to school policy, Courtney 
followed the rules.”
According to The Center 
for Effective Discipline, ap-
proximately 220,000 students 
receive corporal punishment 
each year. While 29 states 
have banned the practice in 
schools, Mississippi and 20 
others still allow some form 
of corporal punishment. Mis-
sissippi alone paddles more 
than 38,000 students a year.
“The debate of whether 
or not to corporally punish 
in schools is based around 
whether or not physical pain 
can ever be justifiable,” said 
Fannye Love, associate dean 
of the School of Education 
and professor of curriculum 
and instruction at The Uni-
versity of Mississippi-Desoto 
Center.
Love said that the issue of 
paddling or spanking chil-
dren is less about punishment 
itself and more about punish-
ment as a means of educa-
tion. 
“Are the effects of corpo-
ral punishment positive or 
negative?” Love said. “Well, 
each child is different. There-
fore, they can be affected dif-
ferently by different forms 
of punishment. There is so 
much gray area when dealing 
with the punishment of stu-
dents in schools that school 
instructors and leaders must 
be very cautious in deciding 
whether or not it is appropri-
ate and necessary to perform 
physical punishment.” 
Love, who specializes in 
classroom management, said 
that when performed cor-
rectly, corporal punishment 
can be effective for some 
students, but serious physi-
cal and psychological injuries 
can occur when strategic cor-
poral punishment becomes 
child abuse.
“Punishment and harm are 
not the same thing,” she said. 
“There is a strict line between 
the two, and to ignore it is de-
liberately misleading.”
The Hitt family felt that 
line was crossed in Hunter’s 
case, so they pressed charges 
against Courtney and took 
the issue to the school board. 
Lana said the board meeting 
was a frustrating experience. 
“The members of the 
school board did not say one 
word to me,” Lana said. “I 
was told that they were ad-
vised by their lawyers not to 
say anything to me or ask me 
any questions.” 
A week later, Pittman called 
to say the board had decided 
not to take any action on the 
matter. Soon after, the Web-
ster County prosecutor took 
the case to a grand jury; the 
jury declined to indict.
Courtney, who is still em-
ployed with Eupora High 
School, is no longer fac-
ing charges. Hunter is now 
home-schooled by his mother 
and grandmother, and Lana 
is still speaking with lawyers 
about suing in civil court.
Lana and Hunter said they 
have absolutely no regrets 
about their decision to take 
action against James Court-
ney and Eupora High School.
“Although I don’t really feel 
I got justice for my son yet, I 
hope that my actions against 
the school have a positive ef-
fect,” she said. “I hope that 
my voice has gotten attention 
and that instructors will think 
before they just start swing-
ing.”
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sisters, and with Christmas 
coming up, he wants what’s 
best for them. 
“I want them to have a great 
Christmas,” he said. “My 
mom would spend bill money 
if she had to in order to give 
us a great Christmas.” 
Wilson was supposed to 
have a hearing Aug. 3, but it 
was postponed. 
“We had to hire a guardian 
ad litem to see how Fallon in-
teracted with our grandmoth-
er in Greenville,” Wilson said. 
Ole Miss athletics director 
Ross Bjork, who has not spo-
ken to Wilson about the mat-
ter, said his story is unique.
“The coaches and team-
mates have been supporting 
him and understand the sto-
ry,” Bjork said. “I know Der-
rick has really done a great 
job on and off the field.”
Bjork said the athletics de-
partment is looking at a simi-
lar past situation at Clem-
son University where a fund 
was created to help an ath-
lete adopt his sister after his 
mother passed away.
“We’re looking into those 
avenues to see how we can 
support (Wilson),” Bjork said.
Kyle Campbell, assistant 
athletics director for media 
and public relations, said the 
athletics department is behind 
Derrick and doing what they 
can to help him.
“As an athletics department, 
we are currently looking into 
what ways we can assist Der-
rick,” he said. “He is a special 
young man with incredible 
courage, and we want to help 
him.”
Wilson said he has had 
to mature quickly since his 
mother’s passing, and it con-
tinues today.
“I went from an average col-
lege student to being a grown 
man,” he said. “I have to be a 
disciplinarian for my younger 
sisters.”
Wilson’s girlfriend, Ani-
ah Lust, a political science 
sophomore, said she admires 
how Wilson has remained the 
same person since his moth-
er’s death.
“He has continued to be the 
strong, funny person I met 
last year,” Lust said. “One 
thing has changed, though. 
He cherishes time more. He 
remains the loving person his 
mother created and not a per-
son of bitterness or anger.”
Wilson does not know when 
his hearing will be, but he said 
his time at Ole Miss has had a 
positive effect on him.
“I love being here at Ole 
Miss,” he said. “Everybody 
embraces you and makes you 
feel like you are home.” 
Sports Editor David Collier 
contributed to this report.
CUSTODY, 
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under the Graduate Assis-
tance in Areas of National 
the Need, or GAANN, pro-
gram underwritten by the 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion.
For each grant, the uni-
versity contributes matching 
funds to produce a funding 
ratio of 80 percent federal to 
20 percent non-federal.
Gerard Buskes, professor 
of mathematics and princi-
pal investigator of one of the 
grants, told Ole Miss News 
that he is optimistic the funds 
will help Ole Miss increase 
the percentage of STEM 
professionals in Mississippi.
“There is a broad, national 
movement to get more math 
professionals,” Buskes said. 
“GAANN has helped our 
relatively small department 
be at the forefront of bridg-
ing the gap and ultimately 
helping fill the shortage of 
STEM professionals in Mis-
sissippi and in the nation.”
GRANTS, 
continued from page 1
COURTESY OLE MISS SID
LA RUSSA, 
continued from page 1
“If we would have had a 
more advanced notice of this 
event, we probably would 
have had more people,” Ho-
worth said. “It feels good to 
see the excitement on every-
one’s face as they meet him.
“This is a big deal to Car-
dinals fans.”
Jake Van Ausdall, history 
senior and Missouri native, 
agreed, saying La Russa’s 
visit to Oxford was “big 
deal” for Square Books.
“Square is a gem of Ox-
ford that’s fortunate enough 
to have some really good 
writers and someone of La 
Russa’s celebrity status to 
come in,” Ausdall said.
Having met La Russa be-
fore Winter Warm-up at a 
meet and greet with players 
and coaches that takes place 
in January, Senior Commu-
nications Specialist at FedEx 
Wes Milligan traveled from 
Memphis to attend the book 
signing, as well. ANNA BRIGANCE | The Daily Mississippian
PHOTOS BY KAYLA McCARTY | The Daily Mississippian
Basketball players Murphy Holloway (left) and Marshall Henderson (right) greeted fans and helped Rebel Rewards hand 
out “Club Red” T-shirts yesterday afternoon in front of the Student Union.
26797
1798 University Avenue, Oxford, Mississippi 38655 
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Why finals is the best week of the semester
C O L U M N
by Megan Massey | no, you didn’t read the headline wrong. i truly believe finals week is the best week of the entire semester. i anxiously await its arrival every semester 
like a small child anticipates the arrival of santa claus. you’re probably wondering to yourself, “Why does this crazy girl love finals week so much?” i’m so glad you asked:
1No ClaSSeSThe first reason is ob-vious; you probably 
had it figured out before 
you read it. There are no 
classes during exam week. 
If you’re lucky, you don’t 
have more than an exam 
a day, which means you 
only have to be in a class-
room for the amount of 
time it takes to finish one 
exam. After that, you’re 
free to leave. There are 
no boring lectures, no in-
class exercises, not a Pow-
erPoint presentation in 
sight.
2CookIeS. or ICe CreaM. or Cake. or WHatever.
The point is that with 
no classes comes extra 
free time. Yes, I know 
you have to study dur-
ing this week, but let’s get 
real, you’re not going to 
be studying eight hours a 
day for five days straight, 
not in undergrad at least. 
So bake some cookies, go 
get ice cream with friends 
or order pizza. Embrace 
your free time and in-
dulge in a little sugary 
therapy.
3FortSDid the 21-year-old just suggest that forts make 
finals week the best week? 
Yes, she did. My sophomore 
year of college, my room-
mates and I made a fort in 
our living room with blan-
kets, comforters, sheets, etc. 
It was amazing and prob-
ably the best idea I’ve ever 
had. We spent a couple of 
hours huddled together in 
our fort eating popcorn (this 
would be a good time to eat 
your cookies) and watching 
TV. I’m not saying you have 
to build a fort necessarily, 
but find time do something a 
little goofy this week. It’ll re-
lieve stress, and you’ll have 
fun.
4MovIeS & tvIf you don’t have Net-flix, finals week would 
be a good time to invest in 
it.  There’s no better week to 
catch up on television shows 
you’ve missed or meant to 
start watching. If I were you, 
I would begin making a list 
now. Mine includes Breaking 
Bad, The League and proba-
bly a Harry Potter marathon.
5CHrIStMaSFinals week means Christmas is finally 
within our grasp. A week 
from this coming Mon-
day, most of us will be 
home. We’ll be sleeping 
in, spending time with 
family and friends, and 
school will become a dis-
tant memory for a few 
weeks.
another thing to keep in mind is that finals week isn’t worth the stress a 
lot of us place on ourselves. it just isn’t. Maybe it’s the senioritis talking, 
but looking back over my years spent in college, one of the best things 
i did for myself was not stress out over finals week. i’ve always made 
time during the week to have fun and enjoy spending time with friends 
before we go home for the holidays. My best advice to you is to do 
the same. of course you need to study, but don’t let that be all you do 
or you’ll miss the best week of the semester. 
eGG boWl PHoto oP
Ole Miss students and fans had the 
chance to take their pictures with 
the Egg Bowl trophy last night be-
fore the women’s basketball game 
against Lipscomb in the Tad Smith 
Coliseum.
Photos by vince Davis
Opening December 3
NEW LOCATION
on Highway 6 West
across from Waller Funeral Home
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ONE WEEK ONLY
The Green Door Company has reduced the price of 
EVERY one-of-a-kind 3 and 4 door sideboard  
by 30-40%.
Additional 5% discount with Ole Miss ID.
SALE begins Friday 11/30.




NewsWatch at 5 p.m.  
Mon. - Fri. on Channel 99
Garfield By Jim davis
The fusco BroThers By J.c. duffy
NoN sequiTur By Wiley
dilBerT By scoTT adams
dooNesBury By Garry Trudeau
Want more puzzles?  











Complete the grid so that 
every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 with no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.
© 2012 KrazyDad.com
Sudoku #8
Easy Sudoku puzzles by krazyDad, Book 3
If you can afford it, please help keep these puzzles free by m
aking a donation.




5 7 2 3 8
7 1 9
7 9 3 2 4 6 1
4 5 8
1 3 6 4 9
4 7 8
7 4
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recruiting Update: commitments and players to watch
the daily Mississippian’s bennett hipp gives a recruiting update for the 2013 ole Miss football recruiting class, which currently has 20 commits, according to 
rivals.com, and 21 commits, according to scout.com. hipp also talks about the top prospects to watch during the recruiting season, which ends on national 
signing day on feb. 6. for continuing coverage of ole Miss football, follow @thedm_sports and @bennetthipp on twitter.
Wr trey bleDSoe 
6-foot-2, 190 pounds — 




6-foot-6, 310 pounds — 




5-foot-11, 222 pounds — 




5-foot-10, 175 pounds — new 




6-foot-4, 210 pounds — 




6-foot-4, 205 pounds — san 




5-foot-9, 175 pounds — 
Memphis — Whitehaven hs
Rivals.com
Scout.com
Cb bobby HIll 
6-foot, 165 pounds — Moultrie, 




6-foot-6, 350 pounds — chatham, 




6-foot-3, 210 pounds — powder 




6-foot-5, 315 pounds — 




6-foot-2, 180 pounds — 




6-foot-1, 185 pounds — 




6-foot-4, 275 pounds — 
oxford, Miss. — lafayette hs
Rivals.com
Scout.com
Wr QUaDarIaS MIreleS 
5-foot-11, 180 pounds — 




6-foot-2, 180 pounds — Memphis, 




6-foot-2, 245 pounds — gadsden, 




6-foot-4, 255 pounds — plano, texas 




6-foot-3, 210 pounds — 




6-foot-2, 180 pounds — hialeah, 





6-foot-1, 196 pounds — 






6-foot-6, 280 pounds 




a current tennessee commitment, Jason carr has the versatility 
to play at defensive end or move inside to play tackle, thanks 
to his 6-foot-6, 280-pound frame. carr’s status with the Volun-
teers appears to be up in the air, as he waits to see whom ten-
nessee hires to replace recently fired derek dooley. the rebels 
appear to have put themselves in good shape with carr if the 
Memphis product opens his recruitment up. 
S aNtoNIo CoNNer
6-foot-2, 200 pounds 




the top player at perennial powerhouse south panola high 
school, conner is in high demand and has sports offers from 
alabama, auburn, georgia, lsu, ole Miss, Mississippi state, 
tennessee, texas a&M and many others. it is expected that the 
6-foot-2, 200-pound safety will take most, if not all, of his five al-
lotted official visits, but as with most south panola products, the 
rebels look to be in good shape for Mississippi’s top player.
rb kaIlo Moore
5-foot-10, 180 pounds 




the 5-foot-10, 180-pound running back has elite speed and is 
said to be one of the faster players in the southeast. a former 
ole Miss commitment, Moore decommitted with the coaching 
staff change and is currently a verbal commitment to Missis-
sippi state. he has visited ole Miss a few times, and there’s a 
chance that Moore could end up on ole Miss’ signing day list.
De robert NkeMDICHe
6-foot-5, 260 pounds 




nkemdiche is considered by all services to be the consensus top 
player in the country for the 2013 class. he is, of course, the 
brother of ole Miss redshirt freshman linebacker denzel nkem-
diche, and the bond between the brothers has ole Miss in good 
shape for the younger nkemdiche. a longtime clemson commit-
ment, robert decommitted a few weeks ago and could potentially 
announce a new commitment in the coming weeks, according to 
his brother.
Wr laQUoN treaDWell
6-foot-3, 190 pounds 




the top receiver in the country for the class of 2013 according to 
rivals, treadwell isn’t from a typical ole Miss recruiting area, but 
the rebels have managed to work their way into treadwell’s top 
group. treadwell has listed a top five in order of oklahoma, ole 
Miss, oklahoma state, Michigan and Michigan state. the rebels 
envision placing treadwell opposite of sophomore wide receiver 
donte Moncrief to form a potentially dangerous duo at the receiver 
spot. 
FAR LEFT: RB Mark Dod-
son from Whitehaven 
High School in Memphis 
(Chris Desmond, Cour-
tesy Commercial Appeal)
LEFT: DE Robert 
Nkemdiche, Ole Miss 
redshirt freshman Denzel 
Nkemdiche’s brother, 
from Grayson High 
School in Loganville, Ga. 
(Courtesy Gwinnett Daily 
Post)
CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:  
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one day in advance. 
The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is in ses-
sion except during the summer session which is Tuesday through Thursday. 
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted.
RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 
To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable 
products or services.
201 BISHOP HALL 662.915.5503
Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text -  extra $0.50 per word
Student Delivery  
Personnel Needed
The Daily Mississippian has openings for students  
to deliver the paper in the spring.
early morning hours
GOOD PAY
MUST be reliable, have own transportation and  
have no 8 a.m. classes during Spring 2013 semester.
If interested, pick up an application in 201 Bishop Hall.
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friday




A n d  T h e  
M e c h A n i c A l 
B u l l
50  
Library cards to be
  










120 South 11th Street                    662.234.1411
FRee




ticket in after 
game for a 
free draft
ApArtment for rent
Large 2 bedroom/ 2.5 bath town-
house with W/D included. No pets. Year 
lease. Quiet. $500 security deposit. Call 
(662)234-0000 
Variety of HoUSiNg One, two, 
three, four bedroom houses and apart-
ments, efficiency apartments near 




aCroSS from CamPUS 3/4 BR. 
VERY NICE HOUSE ALL APPLI- 
ANCES, STARTING JAN. 1, 2013. Call 
Tom Fitts with Fitts Realty & Inv. co. 
662-801-1300 tomfitts@bellsouth.net 
graNd oakS condo on golf course. 
Beg. Jan 1. 3 Bed/3 Ba. Fully furnished 
$2100/mth. Unfurnished $1900/mth. 
662 719 1808 
5 miNUteS  
to CamPUS!
2222 Lee Loop. 3 Bed/2 Ba house. 
Fully furnished $1800/mth. Unfurnished 
$1600/mth. (662)719-9493
3br/2ba Refrigerator, w/d, dw. 916 
Crawford Cir. Fenced area for pet. $850 
mo. Available now. 662 902 9738 
4 bd-2.5 ba HoUSe for reNt 3 
minutes to campus, close to law school, 
quiet & private. Partly furnished, avail-
able now. 901-216-5447 
1br/1ba, 2br/2ba, 3br/3ba Houses 
for Rent. Includes all Full Size Appli-
ances, Daily Garbage Pick Up, Security 
System, High Speed Internet, Expand-
ed Basic Cable, Water/ Sewer, as well 
as all maintenance. Call 662-236-7736 
or 662-832-2428. 
room for rent
room for reNt Lafayette Place, 
$570 a month with balcony. Utilities in-
cluded! (630)632-3012 
1 br/1ba at new Taylor Bend. Great 
amenities Convenient to campus. Avail 
Jan 1st. $535/mo. (601)270-7003 
Condo for rent
beaUtifUL 3 bedroom / 2 bath 
condo for rent at Turnberry. Newly 
renovated. Stainless steel appliances, 
granite countertops, washer & dryer. 
Gated community, swimming pool, hot 
tub, tennis court, work-out room, cable 
and internet included. Just blocks from 
campus. $1,300.00 per month. Call 
662/513-5005 or 662/202-6785 for more 
information. 
beaUtifUL 4 br/4.5 BATH Aspen 
Ridge condo 1 mile from Campus. Gran-
ite countertops/ marble vanity; stain-
less steel appliances. No pets. $1,200/ 
month Spring Special. Call for Fall rate. 
662-259-0561. 
Weekend rentAl
oxford WeekeNdS All football 
weekends available! Short-term rentals 
including event weekends. www.oxford-
townhouse.com (662)801-6692 
AnnounCements
Need tooLS for emotioNaL 
SERENITY? Join EA, noon, 1st and 
3rd Saturdays @ Peace Lutheran 
(across Rebel on Jackson). Contact 
smittysanonymous@gmail.com 
misCellAneous
PregNaNCy teSt CeNter Preg-
nancy Testing... Limited Ultrasounds... 
Facts, Options, and Support... No insur-







Do you enjoy bookkeeping or account-
ing? Consider our opportunity as a full 
time Resident Services Manager. An up-
scale apartment community serving Ole 
Miss students is recruiting for someone 
to maintain student resident accounts, 
payables, and receivables. One year 
bookkeeping, collections, payments & 
credits required. Computer software 
experience in an apartment community 
(AMSI/ E-Site or Rent Roll) and Micro-
soft Office WORD and EXCEL experi-
ence is a plus. The ideal candidate 
enjoys positive interaction with college 
students. We offer competitive pay and 
benefits, including medical, dental, and 
401(k). Check out our website at www.
edrtrust.com. Send resume and sal-
ary history to: mgroxford@edrtrust.com 




We are looking for persons in the North 
MS area. College degree preferred. 
$40k-$60k 1st year with annual average 
increase of $7,500. Email Resume To: 
expanding careers@yahoo.com
04 temP farm Workers 01/22/13- 
10/06/13 $9.30 P/H. 8:30 AM-2:30 PM 
prepare fields for cultivation, maintain 
water, fertilization, harvest crawfish, 
weed spot treatment. Cutting bait traps 
for crawfish, and check traps for craw-
fish. Packing and loading crawfish. Op-
erate and perform minor maintenance 
on farm vehicles and equipment. Farm 
field and shed sanitation duties. Once 
hired worker maybe subject to random 
drug test at no cost to worker. Testing 
positive. Work all kinds of weather. All 
tools supplied. Transportation & subsis-
tence supplied after 50% work contract 
completed. Return transportation at end 
3/4 guaranteed contract. Housing sup-
plied if not in local commuting area. 
Seth Brown Farms Eunice LA. MS WIN 
Job Center using JO 436052. 
05 temP farm Workers 01/15/13- 
11/15/13 $9.30 P/H. 8:30 AM-2:30 PM 
prepare fields for cultivation, maintain 
water, fertilization, harvest crawfish, 
weed spot treatment. Cutting bait traps 
for crawfish, and check traps for craw-
fish. Packing and loading crawfish. Op-
erate and perform minor maintenance 
on farm vehicles and equipment. Farm 
field and shed sanitation duties. Once 
hired worker maybe subject to random 
drug test at no cost to worker. Testing 
positive. Work all kinds of weather. All 
tools supplied. Transportation & subsis-
tence supplied after 50% work contract 
completed. Return transportation at end 
3/4 guaranteed contract. Housing sup-
plied if not in local commuting area. 
Paul & Neil Le Jeune Farms 2330 Mc-
Celland Rd & 4883 Eunice, LA. Contact 
SWA LA 337-948-1330 MS WIN Job Ctr 
using JO 435047. 
pArt-time
barteNdiNg $250/ Day Potential 
No Experience Necessary. Training 
Available. 1-800-965-6520 Ext 155
StUdeNtPayoUtS.Com Paid Survey 
Takers Needed In Oxford. 100% FREE 
To Join! Click On Surveys. 
spring BreAk trAvel
SPriNg break deStiN, fLorida 
Luxury home sleeps up to 16 people. 
www.vrbo.com/118130 or call (563)590-
0194 
sports
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I stepped on to the Ole Miss 
football beat for The Daily 
Mississippian at the beginning 
of the 2010 football season and 
immediately realized that the 
Ole Miss football program, 
which had won 18 games and 
back-to-back Cotton Bowls 
over the past two seasons, was 
headed in a drastically differ-
ent direction. 
The Rebels lost 49-48 
that day in double overtime 
against Jacksonville State, and 
my first game on the beat was 
the beginning of the downfall 
of head coach Houston Nutt.
Ole Miss won just a com-
bined six games over the 
2010 and 2011 seasons, losing 
games to teams like Jackson-
ville State and Louisiana Tech. 
Discipline issues and attrition 
took a toll on Ole Miss’ team 
depth and chemistry. 
The football program had 
stagnated under Nutt, and the 
athletics department had done 
the same under then-athletics 
director Pete Boone. 
Fast forward to today, as 
the Rebels await a Sunday an-
nouncement on which bowl 
the team will be headed to, 
and there is nothing stagnant 
about the Ole Miss football 
program and the athletics de-
partment. 
The school made a home-
run hire in luring current 
athletics director Ross Bjork 
from Western Kentucky. Bjork 
pumped energy and creativ-
ity into the department, trans-
forming the atmosphere at all 
Ole Miss sporting events and 
around every program. 
On the football field, the 
Rebels’ choice of Hugh Freeze 
has proved to be a good one 
so far, and Freeze and his 
staff have turned the program 
around in just under a year. 
Freeze recruited a junior 
college quarterback named Bo 
Wallace, who promptly put up 
one of the more prolific offen-
sive seasons in Ole Miss his-
tory.
Defensive coordinator Dave 
Wommack turned a young 
and untested defense into 
an average unit built around 
the speed and desire to win, 
from players like 5-foot-10, 
200-pound redshirt freshman 
linebacker Denzel Nkem-
diche. 
The Rebels still have a long 
way to go, but the difference 
in attitude and atmosphere 
around the football program is 
strikingly different. Freeze has 
the Rebels headed in the right 
direction, that much I can say. 
I’ve enjoyed my time on the 
Ole Miss football beat. It was 
never something I expected 
to have any interest in doing 
or have the opportunity to do, 
but I’m grateful for getting the 
chance to do so. 
I want to say thank you to all 
of the editors and sports edi-
tors during my time at the pa-
per, as they’ve somehow man-
aged to shape what I write into 
something legible.
I also want to thank all the 
readers of The DM for read-
ing, sharing, commenting on 
and criticizing my contribu-
tions to the paper. 
A paper is nothing without 
its readers, and I’m grateful 
that so many people have read 
and enjoyed my work.  
BY BENNETT HIPP 
jbhipp@go.olemiss.edu
for the (NCAA) Tournament. 
You never who they might beat 
in the Big East.”
Rutgers is led by two sopho-
more guards, Eli Carter and 
Myles Mack. Carter is averag-
ing 18 points per game, while 
Mack is averaging 14.8. 
Rutgers’ third leading scorer 
is Wally Judge, a junior forward 
who transferred from Kansas 
State. Judge has faced Ole Miss 
before. As a freshman at Kan-
sas State, he scored 11 points in 
a Wildcat loss against the Reb-
els in the Puerto Rico Tip-Off 
Tournament.
Rutgers lost their opening 
game by four points to the St. 
Peter’s Peacocks. Four of the 
Scarlet Knights’ five games 
have been decided by single 
digits. 
Freshman guard Derrick 
Millinghaus tore his meniscus 
and is expected to be out at least 
until mid-December.  Junior 
forward Jason Carter remains 
suspended for a “violation of 
team rules.”
The Rebels will play their first 
televised game of the season, as 
ESPNU will carry the game as 
part of the Big East-SEC Chal-
lenge.
For continuing coverage of Ole 
Miss men’s basketball, follow @
thedm_sports and @Tyler_RSR on 
Twitter.
HOOPS, 
continued from page 12
C O L U M N
A few final thoughts from the football beat
Follow @theDM_sports
GRAPHIC BY CAIN MADDEN | The Daily Mississippian
game this season.
Head coach Brett Frank 
said tempo led to the sec-
ond half success.
“In the second half we 
came out and combined 
the two styles we’ve been 
trying to combine,” Frank 
said. “We played a contest 
defense and the same fast 
break mentality we’ve been 
trying to get on offense.” 
As for the defense, Frank 
said he feels it was the 
team’s “most complete 
game.”
The Lady Rebels finished 
their five-game homestand 
to start the season at 4-1. 
Up next, the Lady Rebels 
will go on the road for the 
first time this season to face 
Louisiana Tech.
“A team I’m a little famil-
iar with,” Frank said of his 
former conference foe in his 
time spent at Fresno State. 
“It’s exciting to go back to 
Ruston again. Ready to go 
have some good food.”
The Lady Rebels and 
Lady Techsters will square 
off in Ruston at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday night.
For continuing coverage of 
Ole Miss women’s basketball, 
follow @thedm_sports and @
JLgrindin @Twitter.
LADY REBS, 
continued from page 12
NOW
OPEN
2211 UNIVERSITY AVENUE - OX
FORD, MS
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12 Months Same as Cash
FACTORY RETURNS • CLOSEOUTS • FLOOR DISPLAYS •
 SHIPPING DAMAGE • OVERRUNS • CANCELED ORDERS
10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Thursday & Friday
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The Ole Miss men’s basket-
ball team will face their tough-
est test of the season on Satur-
day in a matchup with Big East 
foe Rutgers at 1 p.m. from Tad 
Smith Coliseum. 
The Rebels are 5-0, but have 
not played a team from a power 
conference this season. Rutgers 
(1-4) comes to Oxford as a part 
of the Big East-SEC Challenge. 
Sophomore forward Aaron 
Jones, who has scored 28 points 
so far this season, knows this 
game can be a measuring stick 
for the team. 
“We (are) confident, but we 
know our first test is going to be 
Saturday,” Jones said. “We are 
going to find out what we are 
capable of on Saturday.”
Ole Miss comes into the 
matchup with an offense that is 
rolling. The Rebels are third in 
the country in scoring with 88.4 
points per game and tied for 
16th with 1.16 points per pos-
session.  They averaged 66.9 
points per game last season, 
and were 237th in points per 
possession. 
Junior guard Marshall Hen-
derson leads Ole Miss in scor-
ing with 17 points per game, 
but has struggled in the last two 
games, only shooting 4-for-22 
from three-point range. 
“It’s not going to keep him 
from shooting the ball,” head 
coach Andy Kennedy said. 
“For him, it’s just a matter of 
finding rhythm. He’s got to be 
a little more patient in allowing 
the game to come to him. He’ll 
shoot his way out of it. He’ll be 
fine.”
Defensively, Ole Miss has 
been playing well, too. 
The Rebels are fifth in the 
NCAA in opponent’s field goal 
percentage, which Kennedy 
said he believes is “the greatest 
indicator of whether or not you 
are defending.”
Senior forward Murphy Hol-
loway was named SEC player 
of the Week last week after av-
eraging 19 points and 8.5 re-
bounds per game in two Rebel 
victories. Holloway knows this 
game will have implications on 
the team’s post-season chances.
“I think it’s really critical,” 
Holloway said. “I think it’ll help 
us trying to build our resume 
MeN’S HooPS to FaCe FIrSt teSt SatUrDay
the ole Miss men’s basketball team will look to get their first big win of the year as they host the rutgers scarlet knights on saturday as part of the big east-sec 
challenge. the rebels and scarlet knights will tip off at 1 p.m. from the tad smith coliseum and will be televised by espnu. 
BY TYLER BISCSOFF 
tfbischo@go.olemiss.edu
See hoops, PAGE 11
Lady Rebs use big 2nd half to power past Lipscomb
the lady rebel basketball team got their fourth win of the year thursday night with a 68-46 win 
over lipscomb. ole Miss will hit the road next to face off against the louisiana tech bulldogs 
saturday.
Sophomore forward Aaron Jones FILE PHOTO (QUENTIN WINSTINE) | The Daily Mississippian
Ole Miss led just 27-24 at 
the half, but the Lady Rebels 
(4-1) came back with an 11-0 
run to extend the lead in the 
second half and run away 
with a 68-46 win Thursday 
night over Lipscomb. 
Junior point guard Valen-
cia McFarland led Ole Miss 
scoring 14 points, while 
adding five assists and four 
steals. Junior guard Diara 
Moore also scored in double 
figures, adding 12 points of 
her own. Moore has scored 
in double figures in each 
BY jOHN LUKE McCORD
mccordjohnluke@yahoo.com
See lady rebs, PAGE 11
Junior guard Diara Moore vINCE DAvIS | The Daily Mississippian
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